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AUTOS IN THE SOVIET UNION 


ANNCR;: 

IN THE SOVIET UNION, THE NUMBER OF AUTOMOBILES HAS BEEN 
GROWING RECENTLY, AND WITH IT - THE RELATED PROBLEMS. 

DOLPH HAERING HAS THIS REPORT FROM OUR EUROPEAN BUREAU. 
VOICE: 

FOR MANY YEARS, THE PRODUCTION OF CARS IN THE SOVIET 
UNION, WITH ITS TWO HUNDRED MILLION PEOPLE, STOOD VERY LOW 
IN THE STATE'S PRIORITIES, DESPITE GREAT INTEREST AMONG 
THE POPULATION, BUT THIS SITUATION BEGAN TO CHANGE IN THE 
EARLY SEVENTIES, AND THE SOVIET AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY, PARTLY WITH 
WESTERN ASSISTANCE, BEGAN TO STEP UP ITS PRODUCTION. 

LAST YEAR, ONE MILLION THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND CARS ROLLED 
OFF SOVIET ASSEMBLY LINES, PLUS SEVEN HUNDRED THIRTY THOUSAND 
TRUCKS ROLLED OFF SOVIET ASSEMBLY LINES, AND OVER HALF A 
MILLION TRACTORS. AND THE STATE ECONOMIC PLAN CALLS FOR MORE.. 
QUITE A FEW WESTERN EXPERTS SAY THAT THE SOVIET AUTOMOBILE 
INDUSTRY IS SLOWLY ADJUSTING THE QUALITY OF ITS PRODUCTS TO 
INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS. 

ESTIMATES SAY THAT TODAY THERE ARE ABOUT SIX MILLION 
PRIVATELY-OWNED AUTOMOBILES IN THE SOVIET UNION, THIS IS NOT 
MUCH COMPARED WITH WEST EUROPEAN STANDARDS. WEST GERMANY HAS 
ABOUT TWENTY MILLION PRIVATE CARS. BUT BY SOVIET STANDARDS, 
AUTOMOBILE PRODUCTION HAS GONE UP BY EIGHTY PERCENT SINCE 


THE SEVENTIES. 
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LIKE ANY COUNTRY WITH GROWING MOTORIZATION, THE SOVIET 
UNION IS ALSO FACED WITH A NUMBER OF RELATED PROBLEMS, ONE 
OF THE MAJOR DIFFICULTIES IS THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF KEEPING 
THE MODERNIZATION AND EXPANSION OF THE COUNTRY'S ROADS IN 
STEP WITH THE GROWING NUMBER OF CARS, 

WITH MORE CARS, THERE ARE, OF COURSE, MORE ACCIDENTS. IN 
FACT, MEASURED BY THE DENSITY OF TRAFFIC, THE SOVIET UNION 
HAS A VERY HIGH ACCIDENT RATE. INADEQUATE DRIVING INSTRUCTIONS 
OUT IN THE COUNTRY ARE AMONG THE OFFICIALLY ADMITTED REASONS. 

COPT) FOR EXAMPLE, IT WAS OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED THAT 
DRIVERS UNDER THE COMPETENCE OF THE AGRICULTURE MINISTRY OF 
THE RUSSIAN REPUBLIC ALONE CAUSED OVER FOUR THOUSAND TRAFFIC 
ACCIDENTS IN THE PAST TEN YEARS, KILLING MORE THAN ONE 
THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED PEOPLE. CEND OPT) ANOTHER COMPLICATING 
FACTOR IS THAT SOVIET MOTORISTS ARE NOT REQUIRED BY LAW TO 
TAKE OUT LIABILITY INSURANCE, 

MOTORISTS ALL OVER THE WORLD ARE ANNOYED ABOUT THE TIME 
AND MONEY IT COSTS TO GET A CAR REPAIRED. BUT THE SOVIET 
MOTORIST HAS AN ADDITIONAL PROBLEM: NOT ENOUGH SERVICING 
AND REPAIR FACILITIES. IF THE BODY NEEDS REPARING, IT MAY 
TAKE THREE MONTHS BEFORE A LARGE STATE-RUN REPAIR SHOP IN 
MOSCOW WILL ACCEPT THE CAR. SO, MANY MOSCOW MOTORISTS PREFER 
TO TAKE THEIR DAMAGED CARS TO NOT QUITE - LEGALLY - ESTABLISHED 
PRIVATE MECHANICS FOR A FASTER AND BETTER JOB. EVEN MOSCOW 
NEWSPAPERS HAVE BEEN CALLING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
STATE-CONTROLLED PRIVATE WORKSHOPS TO IMPROVE THE SERVICE 


SYSTEM FOR SOVIET MOTORISTS, 
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